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God bless the United States of America. 

ROBERT PENNYPACKER, ST. JOHNSBURY 
ACADEMY (FINALIST) 

This year’s Tax Rate for the richest are the 
lowest this Country has ever seen! 

Today’s tax rate means that person mak-
ing $379,150 pays the same tax as a person 
making seven million dollars. Thirty years 
ago this was different. In 1981 there were 16 
tax brackets. Today there are six. The high-
est tax bracket for today’s federal income 
tax is 35% for a person making $379,150 or 
more. That means you’re taxing a small 
business owner the same rate as a giant cor-
poration president like General Electric’s 
Chairman and CEO Jeffrey Immelt who has a 
salary of 3.3 million dollars as of 2011. 

If and when the tax rate increases for the 
rich like many Americans want, it will not 
hurt the economy like the GOP is stating. 
Last September, the Congressional Research 
Service published a report countering Repub-
lican claims that lowering top tax rates 
would lead, or had led, to higher economic 
growth. ‘‘Changes over the past 65 years in 
the top marginal rate and the top capital 
gains tax rate do not appear correlated with 
economic growth,’’ the report concluded. Re-
publican Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
responded by having the report suppressed, 
but its findings were incontrovertible. This 
shows that, with the rise in taxes for the 
upper class, it will not affect the economy 
like many Republicans are stating. 

Also, we are at war with the Taliban and 
yet we still have lower taxes than ever be-
fore. How are we paying to support this war? 
Never before has the United States had lower 
taxes during a war. In 1943, during WWII, the 
tax rate for a person making $2,593,984 (ad-
justed for inflation) was 88%. In that same 
year a person making $155,000 (adjusted for 
inflation) was 38%. During the Vietnam War, 
in 1966, the tax rate for a person making 
$629,530 (adjusted for inflation) was 70%. 
Also, in that same year, a person making 
$83,104 (adjusted for inflation) was 36%. To-
day’s tax rate, as of 2011, for a person making 
$379,150 is 35%. A person making 1.1 million 
dollars tax rate pay the same 35%. 

Should a person making $379,150 pay the 
same rate as multi-millionaires? No they 
shouldn’t. Why do we have the lowest taxes 
ever in the United States and yet be in a 
war? The United States should have taxes 
similar to years before. The middle class 
should pay the same rate. The rates for the 
middle class have stayed within the same 
percentage for the last 70 years. Meanwhile 
the upper class has gone from a 90 percent 
tax rate in the 1940’s and 50’s to 70 percent 
from 1960’s through 1981, and 50 percent in 
1982 through 1986. Now they have a 35 percent 
tax rate which is the same as a middle class 
citizen. The United States should raise the 
taxes of the rich. 
REBECCA POTTER, BRATTLEBORO UNION HIGH 

SCHOOL (FINALIST) 
Congress is dysfunctional because of pri-

ority discrepancies. Some in our government 
seem to believe that holds, filibusters, and 
less legal tactics of delay and obstruction 
serve as necessary means to a greater GOP- 
dominated end. Others argue that while dis-
agreement is key in a true democracy, so is 
compromise. Certain members of the Senate, 
where unanimous consent remains relevant 
in the scheduling and timing of legislation, 
stand by ‘‘holding’’ the Senate’s progress on 
a bill or committee action. Others point out 
that this is 2012, where a hold in Senate ex-
ists as a euphemism for indefinite or perma-
nent vetoes, often done in secret. In both 
houses, many forget that the true party 
holding the majority in Congress is the 
white, heterosexual, wealthy men. 

While Congress’ dysfunction directly cor-
relates with the partisan gridlock we’ve been 

witnessing over the past four years, this has 
more to do with flaws in the system itself 
rather than the puppets within it. Sure, peo-
ple are selfish and want the connections vot-
ing a certain way or hiring a specific set of 
hands will bring—but what ingenious eco-
nomic system provides the impetus for such 
action? Capitalism, at the root of it all, en-
ables members of Congress and the wealthy 
holding the strings above them to exist as 
money-motivated figures of power. The pri-
vatization of education, healthcare, and 
human services creates the legislative stand-
still we’ve got in Congress, which dedicates 
an absurd amount of time to arguing over 
non-issues in a partisan lock. This allows 
legislation that matters often gets nixed in 
committee or shoved through without nec-
essary debate. 

Capitalist society has created a dysfunc-
tional Congress, and until we fix the system 
we will keep getting the same results. The 
bandage for this infectious situation is com-
promise in the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives—impending compromise, I pre-
dict, what with a certain cliff looming over 
our heads. Antibiotics for a more permanent 
change would mean a re-evaluation of every-
thing we’ve grown up being told was ‘‘Amer-
ican’’: federalized elections, spending limits 
on campaigns, socialized care for humans 
and our unalienable rights (health, edu-
cation, safety), and public ownership of the 
land of the free. 

AUSTIN PRICE, MT. ANTHONY UNION HIGH 
SCHOOL (FINALIST) 

My fellow Americans, Our country is 
evolving and changing in ways it has never 
before. We can either adjust or get left in the 
past. America was once the greatest power in 
the world and I believe we can get back to 
that, but we must take hold and lead with 
force. Although we are on the path back, we 
still need to focus on our military, economy, 
and civil rights. 

Our military is the backbone of our success 
as a nation. With over nine hundred military 
bases internationally, we need our military 
to be strong as ever to protect our trading 
partners as well as us. The necessary 
changes that must be made are to increase 
our presence in the countries that are filled 
with enemies of the state and looking to do 
harm to the United States and its citizens. 
We must increase the spending budget for 
the military so that we will maintain our 
internationally renowned army. We as a 
country have the responsibility to not only 
protect our rights, but to protect the civil 
rights of others who don’t have the ability 
themselves. 

Further, we are in one of the greatest re-
cessions since the Great Depression; we face 
unprecedented challenges as a nation to get 
back on top. If any country can come out of 
a depression and be even stronger than be-
fore, it is America, the home of the brave. 
Were the spending in any sector to increase, 
then there would be a huge influx of jobs 
that were created by all that new money. A 
higher tax rate for the wealthiest of Ameri-
cans will help this nation get out of the 
greatest debt it has ever been in. It is time 
for everyone to pay their fair share. Al-
though the taxes do need to be increased, in-
creasing the taxes on small business owners 
will only hurt our economy because they will 
hire fewer workers. 

There is also a great civil rights issue that 
must be addressed in our country. This is the 
marriage of homosexuals. I am proud to say 
that the state I reside in has done what few 
other states are brave enough to do by cre-
ating civil unions. There are a shocking 
forty-one states that ban same-sex marriage 
compared to only nine that allow it. I am 
asking for an immediate legalization of 

same-sex marriage in all states, similar to 
that of the desegregation laws of the sixties 
and seventies. 

If we as a nation are to be prosperous, we 
must grow and adapt to the world around us. 
In order to reach our goals their will have to 
be sacrifices made by every American. We 
must make changes to the economy, mili-
tary, and civil rights in order to reach our 
lofty goals and reap the benefits of our hard 
work.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:35 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 267. An act to improve hydropower, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 592. An act to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to clarify that houses of wor-
ship are eligible for certain disaster relief 
and emergency assistance on terms equal to 
other eligible private nonprofit facilities, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 267. An act to improve hydropower, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. HARKIN, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

H.R. 307. A bill to reauthorize certain pro-
grams under the Public Health Service Act 
and the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act with respect to public health security 
and all-hazards preparedness and response, 
and for other purposes. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, with an amendment 
and with an amended preamble: 

S. Res. 12. A resolution recognizing the 
third anniversary of the tragic earthquake in 
Haiti on January 12, 2010, honoring those 
who lost their lives in that earthquake, and 
expressing continued solidarity with the peo-
ple of Haiti. 

By Mr. HARKIN, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
without amendment: 

S. 252. A bill to reduce preterm labor and 
delivery and the risk of pregnancy-related 
deaths and complications due to pregnancy, 
and to reduce infant mortality caused by 
prematurity. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, with amendments: 

S. 298. A bill to prevent nuclear prolifera-
tion in North Korea, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY for the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
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